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                                                                   A.A. Archives 
 
1944  

THE AA GRAPEVINE DEBUTS 1944  
An eight-page bulletin intended to bring A.A. news to members (including soldiers overseas) expands to  
become the Fellowship’s official magazine, with the first issue published in June 1944. It comes to be called 
A.A.’s “meeting in print.”  
 
BOX 459 OPENS TO RECEIVE MAIL  
“About Your Central Office,” a bulletin distributed to A.A. groups by the Alcoholic Foundation, announces “As of 
May 1, 1944, our new address will be P.O. Box 459, Grand Central Station.” Box 459 will become both the post 
office address and symbolic address of Alcoholics Anonymous. In its early days A.A. is an organization that 
must rely heavily on communication by mail.  
 
MARTY M. AND THE NCEA  
Inspired largely by the efforts of Marty M., Dr. E. M. Jellinek, America’s premier researcher on alcoholism, joins 
two other medical authorities to form the National Committee for Education on Alcohol (NCEA). NCEA is head-
quartered in a Yale University Building in New Haven, CT (below). On behalf of the NCEA, Marty embarks on a 
nationwide tour to tell of her struggle with alcoholism.  
 
WOMEN’S PRISON GROUPS BEGIN TO MEET  
The first reported women’s prison group meets on March 18, 1944, at Clinton Farms in Clinton, New Jersey.  
 
THE FIRST FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP  
Dave B. of Montreal, an ex-bank clerk and accountant who had slipped far down the ladder because of alco-
holism, sobers up after reading the Big Book sent to him by his sister. He contacts A.A. in New York and soon 
starts holding meetings in his home, launching the first French-speaking A.A. group in the world. 

1945 
 
After World War II ends, A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with word of the fledgling organization 
spreading south of the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim. The next decade also witnesses the 
Fellowship’s first international convention and the creation of the General Service Conference.  
 
KNICKERBOCKER HOSPITAL TREATS ALCOHOLICS  
At New York’s Knickerbocker Hospital, a pioneering experiment accepting alcoholic patients for treatment be-
gins. The A.A. ward is headed by our first friend in medicine, Dr. William Silkworth.  
 
A.A.’S TENTH ANNIVERSARY  
More than 2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states and two Canadian provinces gather in 
Cleveland to honor Bill W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anonymous. Sponsored by the 
city’s 44 groups, the two-day event includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at Severance 
Hall (below), and a closing dinner at the Carter Hotel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill 
and Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humility, and simplicity.” 

A MAGAZINE ARTICLE’S REACH “ 
Maybe I Can Do It Too,” an article about A.A. member Edward G. that ran in the October 1944 edition of  
Reader’s Digest, appears in translation in several of the magazine’s international editions, as it will for the next 
four years. As a result, alcoholics from around the globe write to the Alcoholic Foundation seeking to learn 
more about the Fellowship.
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FIRST MEETINGS IN AUSTRALIA  
In a letter to Archie McKinnon, a psychiatric nurse interested in helping alcoholics in Sydney, Bobbie B. of the 
Alcoholic Foundation provides the names of two other men who share the same aim: Dr. Sylvester Minogue and 
Fr. Tom Dunlea, the founder of Boystown in Australia. The three nonalcoholics band together to form the  
country’s first A.A. group, with Rex A. the first member to achieve and maintain sobriety.  
 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN GROUPS SPRING  
UP Early in 1945, five African-American residents of St. Louis form a group that quickly expands. In  
Washington D.C., Jim S., sponsored by a local A.A. named Charlie, begins to hold meetings in a rented room 
at a local YMCA; Jim later helps start the first group in Harlem. By 1950, African-Americans will have formed 
groups in Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Cleveland, and other cities and towns. In a country of 
great diversity, A.A. groups will welcome all alcoholics who wish to stop drinking. 

AN ATLANTIC OUTPOST  
After seeking advice from the Alcoholic Foundation, Steve V., an A.A. member formerly of Trenton, N.J., forms a 
group in St. Georges, Bermuda. It jumps from two to six members within a month and grows quickly thereafter. 
The next year, the Hamilton Mid-Ocean News will publish a series of twelve articles on Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
 THE LIGHTER SIDE  
The reports and letters printed in the Grapevine are interspersed with the occasional  
alcoholrelated cartoon, like the “Down Alibi Alley” submission by a member (below). Early editions of the  
magazine also include a jokes column called “Barley CORN!!”
 
OVERTURES FROM HOLLYWOOD  
In the wake of the success of The Lost Weekend — the Oscar-winning 1945 film about a struggling alcoholic — 
three Hollywood studios offer A.A. as much as $100,000 for rights to the Fellowship’s story. The Alcoholic Foun-
dation, fearing such films would amount to a violation of privacy, refuses the offers on behalf of A.A. members. 
 
1946

IRELAND JOINS THE PROGRAM  
The decision of a Philadelphia A.A. member and former tavern owner, Connor F., to travel to Ireland leads to the 
formation of the first Irish group. Connor and his wife visit a Dublin sanitarium, where a doctor introduces them 
to patient Richard P. of Belfast. After reading the Big Book presented to him by Connor, Richard writes to a few 
contacts who had learned of A.A. through Fr. Tom Dunlea. (Dunlea, a nonalcoholic and one of the founders of 
Australia’s first group, had also spread the message on a trip to Ireland.) Before long, Ireland’s inaugural A.A. 
group is meeting in a room at the Country Shop on Dublin’s St. Stephen’s Green.

THE TWELVE TRADITIONS  
One by one, A.A.’s Twelve Traditions developed by Bill W. are put into print for the first time. The medium for 
their distribution is The Grapevine. A.A. IN THE NEWS The rapid growth of A.A. is reflected in the increasing 
press coverage the society receives. The Kings Feature Syndicate article shown below appeared in newspapers 
nationwide in the spring of 1946. It focused on women alcoholics, who were joining A.A. in ever-greater num-
bers.

FIRST KNOWN MEETINGS IN MEXICO  
Americans Lester F. and Pauline D. organize a group for Mexico City’s English-speaking community. Meanwhile, 
a Mexican resident of Cleveland, Ricardo P., translates portions of the Big Book into Spanish. The importation of 
Spanish-language alcoholism-related publications and the creation of Spanish-speaking A.A. groups is approved 
at a late-summer conference of Mexico’s Board of Public Information.  
 
ROADS INTO AFRICA In 1946, 
The A.A. movement springs to life in South Africa in three different places. The founders, unknown to one  
another, are: Arthur S., who reads of A.A. in Reader’s Digest, contacts the Alcoholic Foundation and forms a 
group in Johannesburg; Pat O’F., of Capetown, who also has consulted the Alcoholic Foundation; and Val D., 
who achieves sobriety after reading a copy of the Big Book handed to him by a priest and soon starts a group in 
the town of Springs.  To be Continued................
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¿Sabías qué..? 

La Oficina de Servicios Generales (OSG) tiene actualmente una extensa lista de  
hombres encarcelados que están a la espera de intercambiar correspondencia con un 
miembro de A.A. de afuera. La gran mayoría de estos hombres son alcohólicos his-
panos que desean trabajar el programa de A.A.Tu puedes enviar el mensaje de A.A. 

manteniendo esta correspondencia y usando La Viña  
como herramienta de Paso Doce. 

Para obtener más información, envía un correo  
electrónico a: corrections@aa.org.  
O puedes escribir a Correccionales,  

Oficina de Servicios Generales  
Box 459, Grand Central Station  

Nueva York, N.Y. 10163

 
REUNIONES VIRTUALES

EN
ESPANOL

WWW.AAMIAMIDADE.ORG

GRUPOS:
VIVIENDO SOBRIO

CORAL GABLES
LA GRAN MANZANA 

 
Si necesitan postear sus
reuniones virtuales en

el website de 
 Miami-Dade Intergroup  
por favor enviar e-mail a

aamiamidade@bellsouth.net  
o llamar al 

305.461.2425 
con su informacion.
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                                                   FAITHFUL FIVER MEMBERS 
 Yes, I want to participate in the Faithful Fiver Club!
 
Contribution information:      Date:_________________ 

Amount: __________________Monthly: ____________ Quarterly: ___________ Annually: __________ 
                                     (Note: No A.A. member can contribute more than $7,500 per year)
I am a new Member: __________________ Current Member: _______________________ Returning Member: ___________________
 
Check Enclosed: ________  Name:______________________________ Address: ___________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________ State: ______________ Zip Code: _____________ Tel: _(             )_______________________

____________Yes, I would like my name to be added in “The Messenger.”            ____________No, I would like to remain anonymous 
For Credit Card recurring contribution information please call the office at: 305.461.2425

“Each day that your Group participates in the work of our local A.A. services, whether through those who “Contribute their Time” or Group 
Contributions, or Sobriety Contributions, something wonderful happens in A.A. When a newcomer calls us and finds your meeting, it is  
indeed a miracle. Your contributions show that you care about the services we as a fellowship provide and continued hope for the  
newcomer that reaches out for help. Words cannot fully express the deep gratitude about the energy that your A.A. Group devotes into 
carrying the message of hope to the still suffering alcoholic.’

FAITHFUL FIVER FRIENDS are fellow A.A. members who contribute $5.00 a month to the Intergroup Office as an                                     
act of gratitude. Their generosity help us to carry the message of A.A. to the still sick and suffering alcoholics  
throughout the year! THANK YOU TO OUR FAITHFUL FIVER’S....Your contributions are very much appreciated.

3 Anonymous.
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INTERGROUP INTERGROUP 

CONTACT LIST CONTACT LIST 
aamiamidade.org aamiamidade.org 

Chairman 
Gloria P.Gloria P.    

Vice-Chair Vice-Chair 
Paul R. Paul R. 

TreasurerTreasurer
OPEN POSITION OPEN POSITION 

Secretary Secretary 
Maria Isabel S. Maria Isabel S. 

  
Steering CommitteeSteering Committee

Jennifer R.  Jennifer R.  
Richard A. Richard A.   
Carroll K. Carroll K. 
Claudia O. Claudia O. 
George B. George B. 

  
Founder’s DayFounder’s Day

Cristy G.Cristy G.  
Intergroup BanquetIntergroup Banquet

Lee A. Lee A. 
Intergroup OfficeIntergroup Office

Jennifer R. Jennifer R.   
The MessengerThe Messenger

OfficeOffice    
OutreachOutreach  
Carroll K.Carroll K.  

Public InformationPublic Information    
Juan B.Juan B.  

Twelve Step Relay Twelve Step Relay 
Gloria P. Gloria P. 
Maria S.Maria S.  

Big Service Breakfast Big Service Breakfast 
Paul R. Paul R. 

General Service Liaison General Service Liaison 
OPEN POSITION  OPEN POSITION  

Spanish Intergroup Liaison Spanish Intergroup Liaison 
Jennifer R. Jennifer R. 
Webmaster Webmaster 

OfficeOffice  
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GENERAL SERVICE
CONTACT LIST

www.district10miami.org
Chairman

Sal G. 
Alternate Chair

Carl P. 
Treasurer
Pablo B.

Registrar
Pocha C.

Recording Secretary
Ken T.

Archives
Carl P. 

Corrections
John J. 

Current Practice
 Regina F.
Grapevine
Carmen B.

Gratitude Dinner
Cristy G. 

 
Intergroup Liaison

 Billy R. 
Literature

 John C. 
PI/CPC
Abbie S. 

 Accessibilities
OPEN POSITION 

Treatment
Maggie S.

Big Service Breakfast
OPEN POSITION 
District 17 Liaison

 OPEN POSITION 
Remote Communities

Steven U. 
Communications/Website

Pablo B.

 
“THE MESSENGER”

Published Monthly by

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
1850 SW 8th St. # 303 

Miami, FL 33135
Tel: (305) 461-2425
Fax: (305) 461-2426

E-MAIL:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

WEBSITE:
www.aamiamidade.org

NOTICES 

Notices published in 
 “The Messenger” are taken from

information submitted to the 
Miami-Dade Intergroup Office
Information is based on what is 
current at the time of printing.

 
If your group discontinues a 

meeting or changes it’s schedule  
time, please notify Intergroup  

as soon as possible  
at (305) 461-2425

Articles and opinions expressed
herein not to be attributed to

Alcoholics Anonymous  
as a whole.  

 
Further endorsements,

opposing views and rebuttals to
articles published are also 

welcomed. Also, please tell us
how we can improve.

 
 

Contributions to 
“THE MESSENGER”

will be gratefully accepted.
A sign up form is on the  

back cover.

E-mail the Editor at:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

Please make checks payable to:
MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP

tradition ten 
“alcoholics anonymous hAS NO OPINION ON OUTSIDE 
ISSUES HENCE THE A.A. NAME OUGHT NEVER BE DRAWN

INTO PUBLIC CONTROVERSY”. 
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Group Conscience/Business/Service Meetings
 
Brickell Group/3rd Thursday @ 1:05pm 
Coral Gables Group/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Good Morning Group/3rd Friday @11:00am
Happy 1060 Group/3rd Sunday @ 11:45am 
Happy Hour Group/ 3rd Thursday @ 6:35pm
Homestead Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/2nd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Miami Young People/3rd Saturday @ 7:00pm 
Mix Nuts Group/1st Monday @ 7:30pm 
Palmetto  Bay/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
Primary Purpose/Last Wednesday @ 6:45pm
Quinto Paso/1st Monday @ 7:00pm
Sabal Palm/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Something Happens/1st Saturday @ 10:00am
South Dade Group/3rd Wednesday @ 7:00pm
South Dixie Group/2nd Sunday @ 12:15pm
Sunset Group/2nd Friday @ 7:00pm 
The Triangle AA Group/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
West Miami Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
                    
                       Group Anniversaries 
 
Almeria Group/Last Tuesday @ 7:30pm 
Coral Gables Group/Last Monday @ 8:00pm
Grupo Central/Last Sunday @ 1:00pm
Good Morning Group/Last Friday @ 10:00am
Happy 1060 Group/Last Sunday @ 10:45am 
Happy Hour Group/Last Friday @ 5:30pm
Homestead Group/Last Thursday @ 8:30pm
Key Biscayne Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Killian Pines Group/Last Friday @ 8:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/Last Wednesday @ 8:30pm 
Miami Springs/Last Monday @ 7:30pm
Miami Young People/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm 
Mixed Nuts Group/Last Monday @ 8:30pm
Palmetto Bay Group/Last Sunday @ 5:30pm
Plymouth Group/Last Wednesday @ 7:00pm
Primary Purpose/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
Sabal Palm Group/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Something Happens/Last Saturday @ 9:00am
South Dade Group/Last Friday @ 7:30pm
South Dixie Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm
Sunset Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm 
The Triangle AA Group/Last Saturday @ 5:30pm
West Miami Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm

HOMESTEAD

Do you want to know..... How can you help? How can you do service? Come to our next monthly meeting of Miami-Dade Intergroup which will be held  
on Thursday - November 12, 2026 @ 8:00pm Via Zoom.  This is a great opportunity to do service!  

For more info call: (305) 461-2425 For comments / suggestions e-mail us - Editor: jamc13@bellsouth.net or aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

MEETING GUIDE APP

CORAL GABLES

How to contribute to your  
Intergroup Office 

 
Via ZELLE through your bank at:  
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

  
PAYPAL NEWS 

 
Please if you send your  
contributions through  

PayPal, send it through their 
 “PayPal Giving Fund”  

 
so the Intergroup Office does not 

incurr any extra charges. 

SABAL PALM

OCTOBER

SOUTH DADE

OCTOBER

Cesar B. 1
Camilly 2
Alfred S. 2
Marcelo A. 3
Alberto A. 4
Ricardo D. 4
Dinora S. 6
Terry M. 7
Oscar A. 8
Katia E. 12
Richard B 12
Ihor P. 12
Mark K. 15
Mickey 25
Celeste M. 37
Patricio 37
Sergio 39

Victor 1
Maria S. 3
Albert 5
Olivia 8
Don B. 37

Alberto O. 1
Jay R. 2
Chris T. 2 
Carlos M. 10
Claudine B. 11
Vitaliy F. 14
Carlos A.M. 17
Richard C. 19
Cip 20
Jeanette B. 21
Paul B. 26
Robert R. 29
Jim L. 40
Mark B. 42
Gerry T. 43
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Help Support “The Messenger”
This Publication Belongs To You! 

         To make address changes you can notify the Intergroup Office or mail in the form below. 
         To subscribe to “The Messenger” please fill out the form below and mail with your $15.00  
         for a  yearly contribution.                          
				                    Please make checks payable to:

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
c/o The Messenger

  Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
  Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
  City: ________________________________________State:_________________Zip: ____________________

  Please note: When you mail in this form, feel free to add something you would like to share with the fellowship 
 (a thought, a story, a joke or something you heard at a meeting.)

HELP US CARRY THE MESSAGE!!!

TheMessenger
Miami-Dade Intergroup
1850 SW 8th St. # 303 
Miami, FL 33135 
Phone: 305.461.2425 (24 hrs.)
Fax: 305.461.2426


