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                                                                   A.A. Archives 
 
1938 

ROCKEFELLER’S STANCE  
Frank Amos (below), who attended the December meeting and is a close friend of John D. Rocke-
feller, Jr., agrees to assess the Akron group and explore the possibility of opening a small hospital 
for alcoholics. In February 1938 he spends several days in the city. Impressed by the recovery 
rate of Akron group members, he proposes a recuperative facility to be run by Dr. Bob. To Rocke-
feller he recommends a sum of $50,000 for the early work, but Rockefeller thinks the Fellowship 
should be self-supporting. The philanthropist does, however, contribute $5,000 toward Bill and 
Dr. Bob’s basic needs1935. 

THE ALCOHOLIC FOUNDATION  
Frank Amos and others who had attended the December meeting offer to confer with Bill, Leonard Strong, 
and various members of the New York group to consider how the movement can be given an organizational 
framework. As a result, the Alcoholic Foundation is formally established on August 11, 1938, with Dr. Bob as a 
trustee and Bill on the advisory committee.  
 
THE TWELVE STEPS  
As he begins to write the A.A. Book, Bill comes to the point where he must outline an actual program for the 
recovering alcoholic to follow. Drawing on the teachings of Sam Shoemaker, William James’s The Varieties of 
Religious Experience, and the Oxford Group-inspired six-step procedure used by Bill and Dr. Bob as they carry 
the message. The steps grow to 12, and the A.A. Twelve Step program is born.  
 
THE BIG BOOK GETS STARTED 
Bill writes a book meant to aid the alcoholic who is unable to attend meetings or find fellow alcoholics with 
whom to talk. At the Newark office, he dictates his handwritten notes to Ruth Hock (below) as she types, re-
viewing and revising drafts all the while. These chapters are mimeographed and mailed to potential financial 
backers, as well as to Eugene Exman, the religion editor at Harper & Brothers publishers. 
 
 
WORKS PUBLISHING:  
A FARSIGHTED PLAN Harper & Brothers offers to publish the Big Book, much to the delight 
of Bill and the trustees. But the astute businessman, Hank P., convinces Bill to sell shares 
in their own company and to publish the volume themselves. Hank works up a prospectus 
for what will become Works Publishing Company, with 600 shares of stock selling at $25 per 
share (below).

1939 

THE BIG BOOK TESTS THE WATERS  
Four hundred mimeographed copies of the Big Book manuscript are sent out for comments and evalua-
tion by members, friends, and other allies. Among those making valuable contributions are a Baltimore 
doctor who suggests having a physician write the introduction (a job taken on by Dr. Silkworth) and Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick (below), the highly respected minister of Manhattan’s Riverside Church, who 
warmly approves of the book and responds with a positive review to be used as the Fellowship wishes.
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AN OFFSHOOT — AND NEW NAME — IN CLEVELAND  
Clarence S., a Cleveland resident who attends Oxford Group meetings in Akron, announces that he and oth-
er Clevelanders will be starting a group open only to alcoholics and their families. Like some other breakaway 
groups, they will also adopt the name of the Big Book mimeographs now circulating in Akron — “Alcoholics 
Anonymous.” In May 1939, the first A.A. meeting in Cleveland is held in the home of Al G. (also known as Abby 
G.), a patent lawyer. 
 
PUBLICATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT  
In April 1939, some 5,000 copies of the Big Book — titled Alcoholics Anonymous — roll off the 
press. After an anticipated Reader’s Digest article fails to materialize and a radio broadcast results 
in no orders, sales are few and far between. This disappointment foreshadows a bleak summer for 
the New York fellowship. 
 
BILL AND LOIS LOSE 182 CLINTON STREET  
As the Great Depression eases and property values rise, the company that owns the mort-
gage on 182 Clinton Street (below) sells the building, forcing Bill and Lois to move out. Thus 
begins the couple’s two years of temporary residency in the homes of Hank P. and other A.A. 
families. Bill and Lois continue carrying the program’s message for the duration of this unset-
tled period. 
 
 
DR. BOB SERVES WITH SISTER IGNATIA  

In the spring of 1939, Dr. Bob suggests to Sister Ignatia Gavin (below), with 
whom he had worked at Akron’s St. Thomas hospital since 1934, that they start 
treating alcoholics. She agrees, and over the years Sister Ignatia and Dr. Bob will bring comfort and 
aid to almost 5,000 hospitalized patients.

A FIRST FOR WOMEN
After reading the Big Book while a sanitarium patient in Greenwich, Connecticut, Marty M. starts attending meetings at 182 
Clinton Street. She will become the first woman in Alcoholics Anonymous to achieve lasting sobriety. 

A LIFT FROM LIBERTY
Seeking publicity for A.A., Charles Towns recounts its history to writer Morris Markey, who will submit the 
article “Alcoholics and God” (a title with which Bill isn’t comfortable) to Fulton Oursler, editor of the pop-
ular weekly Liberty. After the article’s publication on September 30, 1939, sales of the Big Book increase 
by several hundred and the Newark office receives 800 pleas for help from alcoholics and their loved 
ones.

ANOTHER SPLIT FROM THE OXFORD GROUP  
In the fall, tensions grow in the Akron Oxford Group, with the alcoholic members wanting more indepen-
dence. The alcoholics decide to meet at Dr. Bob’s home, though Bob remains loyal to T. Henry and Clarace Williams. As this 
fledgling group grows, it shifts its meetings to King School, an elementary school in Akron. 
 
1940 

ROCKEFELLER’S DINNER 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. hosts a dinner at the exclusive Union Club (below) to publicize 
Alcoholics Anonymous. Because Rockefeller believes that A.A. should be self-support-
ing, and this is understood by the guests, no money is solicited or raised. Nevertheless, 
Rockefeller sees to it that the event receives favorable and widespread publicity. Within 
a month, small donations trickle in from members, slightly easing the financial difficulty 
faced by A.A. during this early period.                                	    (To be continued......)  
 
*Materials with illustrations are from the “Timeline of AA History” available at GSO Archives, with minor editing by District 43 Archives for 
this display.
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¿Sabías qué..? 

La Oficina de Servicios Generales (OSG) tiene actualmente una extensa lista de  
hombres encarcelados que están a la espera de intercambiar correspondencia con un 
miembro de A.A. de afuera. La gran mayoría de estos hombres son alcohólicos his-
panos que desean trabajar el programa de A.A.Tu puedes enviar el mensaje de A.A. 

manteniendo esta correspondencia y usando La Viña  
como herramienta de Paso Doce. 

Para obtener más información, envía un correo  
electrónico a: corrections@aa.org.  
O puedes escribir a Correccionales,  

Oficina de Servicios Generales  
Box 459, Grand Central Station  

Nueva York, N.Y. 10163

 
REUNIONES VIRTUALES

EN
ESPANOL

WWW.AAMIAMIDADE.ORG

GRUPOS:
VIVIENDO SOBRIO

CORAL GABLES
LA GRAN MANZANA 

 
Si necesitan postear sus
reuniones virtuales en

el website de 
 Miami-Dade Intergroup  
por favor enviar e-mail a

aamiamidade@bellsouth.net  
o llamar al 

305.461.2425 
con su informacion.
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                                                   FAITHFUL FIVER MEMBERS 
 Yes, I want to participate in the Faithful Fiver Club!
 
Contribution information:      Date:_________________ 

Amount: __________________Monthly: ____________ Quarterly: ___________ Annually: __________ 
                                     (Note: No A.A. member can contribute more than $7,500 per year)
I am a new Member: __________________ Current Member: _______________________ Returning Member: ___________________
 
Check Enclosed: ________  Name:______________________________ Address: ___________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________ State: ______________ Zip Code: _____________ Tel: _(             )_______________________

____________Yes, I would like my name to be added in “The Messenger.”            ____________No, I would like to remain anonymous 
For Credit Card recurring contribution information please call the office at: 305.461.2425

“Each day that your Group participates in the work of our local A.A. services, whether through those who “Contribute their Time” or Group 
Contributions, or Sobriety Contributions, something wonderful happens in A.A. When a newcomer calls us and finds your meeting, it is  
indeed a miracle. Your contributions show that you care about the services we as a fellowship provide and continued hope for the  
newcomer that reaches out for help. Words cannot fully express the deep gratitude about the energy that your A.A. Group devotes into 
carrying the message of hope to the still suffering alcoholic.’

FAITHFUL FIVER FRIENDS are fellow A.A. members who contribute $5.00 a month to the Intergroup Office as an                                     
act of gratitude. Their generosity help us to carry the message of A.A. to the still sick and suffering alcoholics  
throughout the year! THANK YOU TO OUR FAITHFUL FIVER’S....Your contributions are very much appreciated.

3 Anonymous.

68th FLORIDA STATE
CONVENTION

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

ORLANDO, FL
August 6-9, 2026

SCAN HERE TO REGISTER

Hotel

Register Today While Rooms Are Available!!!
Register Online at https://68.FloridaStateConvention.com

Rosen Plaza Hotel
9700 International Dr, Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 996-9700

ROOM COST: $159/ Night
Online at: http://rosenplaza.com

EXPERIENCE FREEDOM FUN ACTIVITIES
Workshops Indoor Go-Karts

Games and Trivia
World Class Golf
Dance Parties
Scenic 5K Run

Great Speakers
Meet New Friends 
Marathon Meetings
Panels

BOOK HOTEL



  
INTERGROUP INTERGROUP 

CONTACT LIST CONTACT LIST 
aamiamidade.org aamiamidade.org 

Chairman 
Gloria P.Gloria P.    

Vice-Chair Vice-Chair 
Paul R. Paul R. 

TreasurerTreasurer
OPEN POSITION OPEN POSITION 

Secretary Secretary 
Maria Isabel S. Maria Isabel S. 

Steering CommitteeSteering Committee
Jennifer R.  Jennifer R.  

Juan B. Juan B.   
Carroll K. Carroll K. 
Claudia O. Claudia O. 
George B. George B. 
Trustees Trustees 

Richard A. Richard A. 
Founder’s DayFounder’s Day

SSean B.ean B.  
Intergroup BanquetIntergroup Banquet
OPEN POSITIONOPEN POSITION  
Intergroup OfficeIntergroup Office

Jennifer R. Jennifer R.   
The MessengerThe Messenger

OfficeOffice    
OutreachOutreach  
Carroll K.Carroll K.  

Public InformationPublic Information    
Juan B.Juan B.  

Twelve Step Relay Twelve Step Relay 
Gloria P. Gloria P. 
Maria S.Maria S.  

Big Service Breakfast Big Service Breakfast 
Paul R. Paul R. 

General Service Liaison General Service Liaison 
OPEN POSITION  OPEN POSITION  

Spanish Intergroup Liaison Spanish Intergroup Liaison 
Jennifer R. Jennifer R. 
Webmaster Webmaster 

OfficeOffice  
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GENERAL SERVICE
CONTACT LIST

www.district10miami.org
Chairman

Sal G. 
Alternate Chair

Carl P. 
Treasurer
Pablo B.

Registrar
Pocha C.

Recording Secretary
Ken T.

Archives
Carl P. 

Corrections
John J. 

Current Practice
 Regina F.
Grapevine
Carmen B.

Gratitude Dinner
Cristy G. 

 
Intergroup Liaison

 Billy R. 
Literature

 John C. 
PI/CPC
Abbie S. 

 Accessibilities
OPEN POSITION 

Treatment
Maggie S.

Big Service Breakfast
OPEN POSITION 
District 17 Liaison

 OPEN POSITION 
Remote Communities

Steven U. 
Communications/Website

Pablo B.

 
“THE MESSENGER”

Published Monthly by

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
1850 SW 8th St. # 303 

Miami, FL 33135
Tel: (305) 461-2425
Fax: (305) 461-2426

E-MAIL:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

WEBSITE:
www.aamiamidade.org

NOTICES 

Notices published in 
 “The Messenger” are taken from

information submitted to the 
Miami-Dade Intergroup Office
Information is based on what is 
current at the time of printing.

 
If your group discontinues a 

meeting or changes it’s schedule  
time, please notify Intergroup  

as soon as possible  
at (305) 461-2425

Articles and opinions expressed
herein not to be attributed to

Alcoholics Anonymous  
as a whole.  

 
Further endorsements,

opposing views and rebuttals to
articles published are also 

welcomed. Also, please tell us
how we can improve.

 
 

Contributions to 
“THE MESSENGER”

will be gratefully accepted.
A sign up form is on the  

back cover.

E-mail the Editor at:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

Please make checks payable to:
MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP

tradition EIGHT 

“Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever 

non-professional, but our service centers  

may employ special workers..”
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Group Conscience/Business/Service Meetings
 
Brickell Group/3rd Thursday @ 1:05pm 
Coral Gables Group/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Good Morning Group/3rd Friday @11:00am
Happy 1060 Group/3rd Sunday @ 11:45am 
Happy Hour Group/ 3rd Thursday @ 6:35pm
Homestead Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/2nd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Miami Young People/3rd Saturday @ 7:00pm 
Mix Nuts Group/1st Monday @ 7:30pm 
Palmetto  Bay/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
Primary Purpose/Last Wednesday @ 6:45pm
Quinto Paso/1st Monday @ 7:00pm
Sabal Palm/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Something Happens/1st Saturday @ 10:00am
South Dade Group/3rd Wednesday @ 7:00pm
South Dixie Group/2nd Sunday @ 12:15pm
Sunset Group/2nd Friday @ 7:00pm 
The Triangle AA Group/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
West Miami Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
                    
                       Group Anniversaries 
 
Almeria Group/Last Tuesday @ 7:30pm 
Coral Gables Group/Last Monday @ 8:00pm
Grupo Central/Last Sunday @ 1:00pm
Good Morning Group/Last Friday @ 10:00am
Happy 1060 Group/Last Sunday @ 10:45am 
Happy Hour Group/Last Friday @ 5:30pm
Homestead Group/Last Thursday @ 8:30pm
Key Biscayne Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Killian Pines Group/Last Friday @ 8:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/Last Wednesday @ 8:30pm 
Miami Springs/Last Monday @ 7:30pm
Miami Young People/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm 
Mixed Nuts Group/Last Monday @ 8:30pm
Palmetto Bay Group/Last Sunday @ 5:30pm
Plymouth Group/Last Wednesday @ 7:00pm
Primary Purpose/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
Sabal Palm Group/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Something Happens/Last Saturday @ 9:00am
South Dade Group/Last Friday @ 7:30pm
South Dixie Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm
Sunset Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm 
The Triangle AA Group/Last Saturday @ 5:30pm
West Miami Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm

HOMESTEAD

Do you want to know..... How can you help? How can you do service? Come to our next monthly meeting of Miami-Dade Intergroup which will be held  
on Thursday - Septemnber 10th, 2026 @ 8:00pm Via Zoom.  This is a great opportunity to do service!  

For more info call: (305) 461-2425 For comments / suggestions e-mail us - Editor: jamc13@bellsouth.net or aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

JULY

MEETING GUIDE APP

CORAL GABLES

How to contribute to your  
Intergroup Office 

 
Via ZELLE through your bank at:  
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

TRIANGLE AA 

  
PAYPAL NEWS 

 
Please if you send your  
contributions through  

PayPal, send it through their 
 “PayPal Giving Fund”  

 
so the Intergroup Office does not 

incurr any extra charges. SABAL PALM

John Z. 9
Anke G. 47

Leslie J. 2 
Julie A. 3
John G. 4
Fico 6
Roxanne T. 7
Pepe L. 7
Matias D. 8
Gabriel F. 8
Peter M 9
Melodee 19
Rafael 19
Bryan F. 19
Sandra L. 22
Johnnie C 23 
Audrey P 26

Lazaro 1
Francine 4
Wll C. 6
Beth 6 
Robert G. 7
Suray 8 
Dave R. 22
Greg M. 33

SOUTH DADE

AUGUST

KEY BISCAYNE
Enrique 1 
Nicole L. 7 
Debbie C. 27
Jennifer R. 27 
Wayne 32

Michael M. 1
Sean D. 3
Nestor P. 5
Elio E. 5
Land C. 5
John Z. 9
Mario M. 10
Aturo L.P. 12
Marcelo A. 12
Bruce G. 15
Leslie M. 17
Marcus B. 28
Randy W. 31
Anke 47



8                THE MESSENGER

Help Support “The Messenger”
This Publication Belongs To You! 

         To make address changes you can notify the Intergroup Office or mail in the form below. 
         To subscribe to “The Messenger” please fill out the form below and mail with your $15.00  
         for a  yearly contribution.                          
				                    Please make checks payable to:

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
c/o The Messenger

  Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
  Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
  City: ________________________________________State:_________________Zip: ____________________

  Please note: When you mail in this form, feel free to add something you would like to share with the fellowship 
 (a thought, a story, a joke or something you heard at a meeting.)

HELP US CARRY THE MESSAGE!!!

TheMessenger
Miami-Dade Intergroup
1850 SW 8th St. # 303 
Miami, FL 33135 
Phone: 305.461.2425 (24 hrs.)
Fax: 305.461.2426


