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Spiritual Experiences
By: Bill Wilson

It is the intention of the Grapevine to carry occasional accounts of spiritual experiences. To this
interesting project I would like to say a few introductory words. There is a very natural tendency to set apart
those experiences or awakenings which happen to be sudden, spectacular or vision-producing. Therefore any
recital of such cases always produces mixed reactions. Some will say, “I wish I could have an experience like
that!” Others, feeling that this whole business is too far out on the mystic limb for them, or maybe
hallucinatory after all, will say, "I just can’t buy this business. I can‘t understand what these people are talking
about.”

As most AAs have heard, I was the recipient in 1934 of a tremendous mystic experience or “illumination.” It
was accompanied by a sense of intense white light, by a sudden gift of faith in the goodness of God, and by a
profound conviction of His presence. At first it was very natural for me to feel that this experience staked me
out for somebody very special.

But as I now look back upon this tremendous event, I can only feel very specially grateful. It now
seems clear that the only special feature of my experience was its electric suddenness and the overwhelming
and immediate conviction that it carried to me.

In all other respects, however, I am sure that my own experience was not in the least different than
that received by every AA member who has strenuously practiced our recovery program.

How often do we sit in AA meetings and hear the speaker declare, “"But I haven’t yet got the spiritual
angle.” Prior this statement, he had described a miracle of transformation which had occurred in him--not only
his release from alcohol, but a complete change in his whole attitude toward life and the living of it. It is
apparent to nearly everyone else present that he has received a great gift; and that this gift was all out of
proportion to anything that might be expected from simple AA activity, such as the admission of alcoholism
and the practice of Step Twelve. So we in the audience smile and say to ourselves, “Well, that guy is just
reeking with the spiritual angle--except that he doesn’t seem to know it yet!” We well know that this
questioning individual will tell us six months or a year hence that he has found faith in God.

Moreover he may by then be displaying “spiritual qualities” and a performance that I myself have never
been able to duplicate--my sudden spiritual experience notwithstanding. So nowadays when AAs come to me,
hoping to find out how one comes by those sudden experiences, I simply tell them in all probability that they
have had one just as good--and that theirs is identical excepting it has been strung out over a longer period of
time. (Cont. on pg. 3)
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Spiritual Experiences (Cont. from pg. 2)

Then I go on to say that if their transformation in AA extending over six months had been condensed
into six minutes--well, they then might have seen the stars too!
In consequence of these observations I fail to see any great difference between the sudden experiences and
the more gradual ones--they are certainly all of the same piece. And there is one sure test of them all: "By
their fruits, ye shall know them.”

This is why I think we should question no one’s transformation--whether it be sudden or gradual. Nor
should we demand anyone’s special type for ourselves, because our own experience suggests that we are apt
to receive whatever may be the most useful for our needs.

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. June, 2025. Reprinted with permission.
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PSTECUENTIRELYYV ;
DETSEGGUSDVIDRJ throughhfe
ELGBAAAOUGMEVEH
UFUMTOTMXPIROEHII sober
WDHIGNNCRCWEJYG b‘ |’
OEBQZGAOIWKTUVDH
SSBNPCVCFFPCIEE ‘elﬁwpgl‘?man
STCEFEDOQFOZAPLR
LRTMMVAWWTIRBGOC ac00|cftango
OUGEDAREUQSAMEDQ
JCNBOCREADYHTITFEK throughllfedrunk,
ATJZSIZWYOHCNCTF : :
vI1IxkpIoBsEcTIve RUUWAUCINIE
SOFCEVANISHEDOW
ZNOITCEFREPBNTIT myselfthat
CHARACTER  IMPROVEMENT  READY lam not,
DEFECTS MASQUERADE SELF-DESTRUCTION *
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{Sabias que..?

La Oficina de Servicios Generales (0SG) tiene actualmente una extensa lista de
hombres encarcelados que estan a la espera de intercambiar correspondencia con un
miembro de A.A. de afuera. La gran mayoria de estos hombres son alcohdlicos his-
panos que desean trabajar el programa de A.A.Tu puedes enviar el mensaje de A.A.
manteniendo esta correspondencia y usando La Vifia
como herramienta de Paso Doce.

Para obtener mas informacion, envia un correo
electronico a: corrections@aa.org.

0 puedes escribir a Correccionales,

Oficina de Servicios Generales
Box 459, Grand Central Station
Nueva York, N.Y. 10163

REUNIONES VIRTUALES
EN
ESPANOL
WWW.AAMIAMIDADE.ORG

GRUPOS:
VIVIENDO SOBRIO
CORAL GABLES
LA GRAN MANZANA

Si necesitan postear sus
reuniones virtuales en
el website de
Miami-Dade Intergroup

por favor enviar e-mail a
aamiamidade@belilsouth.net
o llamar al
305.461.2425
con su informacion.

ANIVERSARIO DE
ALCOHOLICOS

" ANONIMOS
1935 - 2026

91 Arios de Esperanza y Nueva Vida

Acompaianos a celebrar la gratitud de llevar el mensaje
al alcohdlico que adn sufre.

FECHA: Solo por hoy

Domingo, 14 de junio de 2026 P“e‘{” vivir

st beber.
@ HORA: : [
2:00 PM
LUGAR:
Grupo Gratitud en sobriedad

4860 S State Rd 7 - SEMANA DE UNIDAD REUNION DE CLAUSURA

i ] -t S Junio 22 - Junio 20, 2026 ..Iluniu 28, 2026
= Jorge Mas Canosa Youth ¢ enler
250 SW 114th Ave, Miami, FL 33174

iHabra compartimientos de
experiencia, fortaleza y esperanza!

b SlTIOWEB: Wwww.aa.org e
1a sobriedad es posible.
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é FAITHFUL FIVER MEMBERS
Yes, I want to participate in the Faithful Fiver Club!
Contribution information: Date:
Amount: Monthly: Quarterly: Annually:
(Note: No A.A. member can contribute more than $7,500 per year)
I am a new Member: Current Member: Returning Member:
Check Enclosed: Name: Address:
City: State: Zip Code: Tel: _( )
Yes, I would like my name to be added in “The Messenger.” No, I would like to remain anonymous

For Credit Card recurring contribution information please call the office at: 305.461.2425

“Each day that your Group participates in the work of our local A.A. services, whether through those who “Contribute their Time” or Group
Contributions, or Sobriety Contributions, something wonderful happens in A.A. When a newcomer calls us and finds your meeting, it is
indeed a miracle. Your contributions show that you care about the services we as a fellowship provide and continued hope for the
newcomer that reaches out for help. Words cannot fully express the deep gratitude about the energy that your A.A. Group devotes into
carrying the message of hope to the still suffering alcoholic.

J
s FAITHFUL FIVER FRIENDS are fellow A.A. members who contribute $5.00 a month to the Intergroup Office as an E
. act of gratitude. Their generosity help us to carry the message of A.A. to the still sick and suffering alcoholics .
. throughout the year! THANK YOU TO OUR FAITHFUL FIVER’S....Your contributions are very much appreciated. .
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INTERGROUP
CONTACT LIST
aamiamidade.org

Chairman
Gloria P.
Vice-Chair
Paul R.
Treasurer
OPEN POSITION
Secretary
Maria Isabel S.
Steering Committee
Jennifer R.
Juan B.
Carroll K.
Claudia O.
George B.
Trustees
Richard A.
Founder’s Day
Sean B.
Intergroup Banquet
OPEN POSITION
Intergroup Office
Jennifer R.

The Messenger
Office
Outreach
Carroll K.
Public Information
Juan B.
Twelve Step Relay
Gloria P.
Maria S.

Big Service Breakfast
Paul R.
General Service Liaison
OPEN POSITION

Spanish Intergroup Liaison

Jennifer R.
Webmaster
Office

GENERAL SERVICE

CONTACT LIST

www.district1Omiami.org

Chairman
Sal G.
Alternate Chair
Carl P.
Treasurer
Pablo B.
Registrar
Pocha C.

Recording Secretary

Ken T.
Archives
Carl P.
Corrections
John J.
Current Practice
Regina F.
Grapevine
Carmen B.
Gratitude Dinner
Cristy G.

Intergroup Liaison
Billy R.
Literature
John C.
PI/CPC
Abbie S.
Accessibilities
OPEN POSITION
Treatment
Maggie S.

Big Service Breakfast

OPEN POSITION
District 17 Liaison

OPEN POSITION
Remote Communities

Steven U.

Communications/Website

Pablo B.

TRADITION SIX

“THE MESSENGER”
Published Monthly by

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP
1850 SW 8th St. # 303
Miami, FL 33135
Tel: (305) 461-2425
Fax: (305) 461-2426

E-MAIL:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net
WEBSITE:
www.aamiamidade.org

NOTICES

Notices published in
“The Messenger” are taken from
information submitted to the
Miami-Dade Intergroup Office
Information is based on what is
current at the time of printing.

If your group discontinues a
meeting or changes it’s schedule
time, please notify Intergroup
as soon as possible
at (305) 461-2425

Articles and opinions expressed
herein not to be attributed to
Alcoholics Anonymous
as a whole.

Further endorsements,
opposing views and rebuttals to
articles published are also
welcomed. Also, please tell us
how we can improve.

Contributions to
“THE MESSENGER”
will be gratefully accepted.
A sign up form is on the
back cover.

E-mail the Editor at:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

Please make checks payable to:
MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP

FINANCE OR LEND THE A.A. NAME

I
E “AN A.A. GROUP OUGHT NEVER ENDORSE,

TO ANY RELATED FACILITY OR OUTSIDE

ENTERPRISE, LEST PROBLEMS OF

US FROM OUR PRIMARY PURPOSE.”

MONEY, PROPERTY AND PRESTIGE DIVERT
|
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MAY

SABAL PALM
Javi 4

Paula 4
Annette 6
Jorge S. 10
Richard A. 10
RonY. 12
Rachel P. 18
Bryan L. 23

TRIANGLE A.A.

Shelby F. 5
Chris B. 7
Jill' s. 30

CORAL GABLES

Miami-Dade Intergroup

@MiamiDadelntergroup

.--i‘%.

a::.}" 2

How to contribute to your

Intergroup Office

Via ZELLE through your bank at:
miami lIsouth.n

PAYPAL NEWS

Please if you send your
contributions through

Group Conscience/Business/Service Meetings

Brickell Group/3rd Thursday @ 1:05pm
Coral Gables Group/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Good Morning Group/3rd Friday @11:00am
Happy 1060 Group/3rd Sunday @ 11:45am
Happy Hour Group/ 3rd Thursday @ 6:35pm
Homestead Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/2nd Sunday @ 7:00pm
[Miami Young People/3rd Saturday @ 7:00pm
[Mix Nuts Group/ st Monday @ 7:30pm
Palmetto Bay/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
Primary Purpose/Last Wednesday @ 6:45pm
Quinto Paso/ Ist Monday @ 7:00pm

Sabal Palm/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm

Sober Way Out/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm

Carlos V. 1
AnnV. 2
Mary P. 4
Sally C. 12
Mark J. 23
Otto 24
Jilly N. 25
Victor 27
David R. 29
Daniel C. 34
Doug P. 44
John H. 44

SOUTH DADE

JUNE

Maureen 1
Lanie 31
Mickey 40
Rusty 41

MEETINGS/INJRUSSIAN

Do you know any Russian-speaking
friend, who has drinking problems?
Pleaze invite them to our new 7pm
Sunday Russian-zpeaking
Alcoholice Anonymous meeting.

.I-.. ..ur J

e IleIn-FL

WWW.russianaa.com
russianaa.florida@gmail.com

PayPal, send it through their
“PayPal Giving Fund”

so the Intergroup Office does not
incurr any extra charges.

I knew I was
an alcoholic
by the way
I felt sober.

Joe B., Alcobolics Anoaymous

You donjt haig;to
undestand;the
S1eps; to Wosk them.

Yo @%tu
WORKs the, st a@
g M:@M them.

Something Happens/ 1st Saturday @ 10:00am
South Dade Group/3rd Wednesday @ 7:00pm
South Dixie Group/2nd Sunday @ 12:15pm

Sunset Group/2nd Friday @ 7:00pm

[The Triangle AA Group/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
[West Miami Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm

Group Anniversaries

[Almeria Group/Last Tuesday @ 7:30pm

Coral Gables Group/Last Monday @ 8:00pm
Grupo Central/Last Sunday @ 1:00pm

Good Morning Group/Last Friday @ 10:00am
Happy 1060 Group/Last Sunday @ 10:45am
Happy Hour Group/Last Friday @ 5:30pm
Homestead Group/Last Thursday @ 8:30pm
[Key Biscayne Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Killian Pines Group/Last Friday @ 8:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/Last Wednesday @ 8:30pm
[Miami Springs/Last Monday @ 7:30pm
[Miami Young People/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
[Mixed Nuts Group/Last Monday @ 8:30pm
Palmetto Bay Group/Last Sunday @ 5:30pm
Plymouth Group/Last Wednesday @ 7:00pm
Primary Purpose/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
Sabal Palm Group/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Something Happens/Last Saturday @ 9:00am
South Dade Group/Last Friday @ 7:30pm
South Dixie Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm
Sunset Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm

[The Triangle AA Group/Last Saturday @ 5:30pm
[West Miami Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm

MEETING GUIDE APP

L, ALl
]

0

Do you want to know..... How can you help? How can you do service? Come to our next monthly meeting of Miami-Dade Intergroup which will be held
on Thursday - July 9, 2026 @ 8:00pm Via Zoom. This is a great opportunity to do service!
For more info call: (305) 461-2425 For comments / suggestions e-mail us - Editor: jamc13@bellsouth.net or aamiamidade @bellsouth.net
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Help Support “The Messenger”
This Publication Belongs To You!

To make address changes you can notify the Intergroup Office or mail in the form below.
To subscribe to “The Messenger” please fill out the form below and mail with your $15.00
for a yearly contribution.

Please make checks payable to:

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP

c/o The Messenger
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Please note: When you mail in this form, feel free to add something you would like to share with the fellowship
(a thought, a story, a joke or something you heard at a meeting.)

HELP US CARRY THE MESSAGE!!!

The

Messenger 9\
Miami-Dade Intergroup (77.] 2~

1850 S 8th St. # 303 ,
Miami, FL 33135
Pl:znme:: 305.461.2425 (24 hrs.) FATHER’ S

Fax:305.461.2426




