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                                     APRIL 2026

messenger
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aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

71st Annual Banquet 
Miami-Dade Intergroup 

B.B. pg 55 

"We found the Great Reality 
deep down within us" 

Saturday - April 18, 2026 

Renaissance Ballrooms | 5910 SW 8th St | 33144 

Tickets per person: $50.00
Table for 10 People: $500.00SAVE THE DATE!

GUEST SPEAKER
From Dallas TX
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zIntergroup Office 305.461.2425

    
  
  

22  GGRRAANNDD  RRAAFFFFLLEESS::    
““  AA..AA..  GGRRAAPPEEVVIINNEE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  ””        

    
 

Renaissance Ballrooms        

APRIL 18th, 2026 

 
 

(No need to be present at the banquet to  
 win these A.A. Grapevine Collections)                 

  
  
  

          TTiicckkeett::  $$55..0000        ||        33  TTiicckkeettss::  $$1100..0000  
  
  
  

        PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  IInntteerrggrroouupp  OOffffiiccee  ffoorr  ttiicckkeettss  aatt::  330055..446611..22442255 

7711sstt  AANNNNUUAALL  BBAANNQQUUEETT  
MMIIAAMMII--DDAADDEE  IINNTTEERRGGRROOUUPP    

Groups we need your help! 
 
 

We are looking for groups that would like to 

donate books for a basket with A.A. approved  

literature for the amount of $50.00 for our 
 

INTERGROUP BANQUET 
 

APRIL 18th, 2026 

RENAISSANCE BALLROOMS 
 

 
 

 
 

If your group would like to donate a basket, you can order  
the books by contacting the Office and we will give the  

books to the Basket committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact: 
the Intergroup Office at 305.461.2425 
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In AA’s First Five Years 

	 Lois Wilson, wife of AA’s co-founder, Bill Wilson, recalls the time in AA when there were few members and no Big Book.In the 
early days of AA things were really different. For five years there was no Big Book. The only way to communicatewith other people was 
to go and tell them, so that’s what we did. Of course, all of the meetings were held in people’s homes, the homes of those who were lucky 
enough to have them. Anybody who had one made it wide open to whomever the boys brought in. Our houses, Dr. Bob’s in Akron and ours 
in Brooklyn, were just filled with drunks, either drinking, or stopped temporarily, or well on the way to real sobriety.
	 Yes, AA was quite different in those days for many reasons. One was that there were no people in AA except those who had gone 
to the very bottom. Only these would listen to the story that one drunk was telling another. When AA first started, before there was a book, 
it was more anonymous than it is now, because even the Fellowship was without a name. AA didn’t have a name until the book was written. 
Before that it was just a bunch of drunks trying to help each other, a bunch of nameless drunks. They had to be worked with over and over; 
families and everybody did what they could to help.
	 There were many, many sad things that happened, many very humorous things, and inspirational things, too. Several are coming 
to mind right now. Bill, as you know, came from Vermont and someone sent him some maple syrup from there. It came in a whiskey bottle. 
One of the boys saw this attractive container in the kitchen and he was so drunk at the time that he gulped the whole bottle of syrup, thinking 
it was whiskey. We had a rule that no one could come into the house when he was drinking. One night one of the boys came home drunk. We 
wouldn’t let him in so he pried open the coal chute and slid into the cellar. Since he was very fat it was surprising that he could slide down it, 
yet somehow he made it. But this same fat man did get stuck one night in the washtubs.
	 He lived in the basement apartment. Old city houses used to have stationary tubs in the kitchen. He thought he’d try to take a bath 
in one. But after getting in he couldn’t get out so one of us (and I think it was I) had to pull him out. There were many other things…a man 
committed suicide in our house after having pawned our dress clothes, left over from more prosperous days. These included Bill’s dress suit 
and my precious evening cape. We have never owned such articles again. AA was always thrilling. The families were included in all of the 
meetings; wives and parents (there weren’t many alcoholic women then), and the children came too. The children were vitally interested in 
everything that went on. They would inquire about all the members and want to know how they were. They’d learn the Twelve Steps and 
really try to live by them. I don’t think youngsters can be too young to be thrilled by the AA program and be helped by it. One of the first 
women who came in was the ex-wife of a friend of Bill’s. She had been in Bellevue and had come from there to our house. At that time 
there was a wonderful man - I think he was the fourth or fifth AA - who was trying to start a group in Washington, D.C. This woman went 
down to help him and she stayed sober for quite a long time. Then she married a man they were trying to bring onto the program. He really 
didn’t go along with the idea himself and used to say to her every once in a while, “Florence, you look so thirsty.” And so she did something 
about that, Florence disappeared. Everybody looked for her everywhere and couldn’t find her. After a couple of weeks they found her in the 
morgue. At that time each group used to visit every other group. New York members would go to New Jersey or Greenwich, Philadelphia or 
Washington or even Cleveland or Akron. Those were the groups I recall were in existence in the first five years.
	 If anybody had a car a bunch of us would pile in and we’d go wherever we knew there was a meeting. Families were just as much 
a part of AA as the alcoholics and we did feel we belonged. But after a while the AA’s thought that they should have an occasional meeting - 
at least one every week - of just alcoholics so that they could really get down to business. When this occurred the wives thought they’d meet 
together, too, at the same time. At first these little gatherings of wives didn’t have any particular purpose. Sometimes we’d play bridge and 
sometimes we’d gossip about our husbands.
	 Then a few of us began to see that we really needed the AA program just as much as the alcoholics. The famous case of my throw-
ing a shoe at Bill started me wondering about myself and realizing that I needed to live by the Twelve Steps just as much as he did. He was 
getting way ahead of me. I always thought of myself as being the moral mentor in the house, but Bill, who never was a mentor, was certainly 
growing spiritually while I was standing still. Or perhaps there is no standing still - if I wasn’t going ahead, I must be going backwards.                                                           	
													                              (Cont on pg 5)

 
Excerpt of Dr. Paul’s Interview with the Grapevine... 

Grapevine: Is there a tool or a slogan or a Step that is particularly useful to you right now? 

Dr. Paul: Pretty much every morning, before I get out of bed, I say the Serenity Prayer, the Third Step Prayer, and the Seventh 
Step Prayer. Then Max and I repeat those prayers along with other prayers and meditations at breakfast. And I say those three 
prayers repeatedly throughout the day. I grew up thinking that I had to perfect my personality, then I got into AA, and AA said, 
no, that isn’t the way we do it: only God can remove our defects. I was amazed to find that I couldn’t be a better person  
simply by trying harder!
What I’ve done with a number of problems -- like fear and depression and insomnia -- is to treat them as defects of character, 
because they certainly affect my personality adversely With depression, I’ve never taken any antidepressants. Instead, with 
any defect I want to get rid of, I become willing to have it removed, then I ask God to remove it, then I act like he has. Now, I 
know God has a loophole that says he’ll remove it unless it’s useful to you or to my fellows. So I tell him I’d like my defect  
removed completely, but he can sleep on it, and in the morning he can give me the amount he wants me to have, and I’ll  
accept it as a gift from him. I’ll take whatever he gives me. I’ve never done that when he hasn’t removed a great deal of my 
defect, but I’ve never done it when he has permanently and totally removed any defect. But the result is that I no longer 
fight myself for having it.  			    
										          © Copyright, AA Grapevine, Inc., July 1995



4                THE MESSENGER
¿Sabías qué..? 

La Oficina de Servicios Generales (OSG) tiene actualmente una extensa lista de  
hombres encarcelados que están a la espera de intercambiar correspondencia con un 
miembro de A.A. de afuera. La gran mayoría de estos hombres son alcohólicos his-
panos que desean trabajar el programa de A.A.Tu puedes enviar el mensaje de A.A. 

manteniendo esta correspondencia y usando La Viña  
como herramienta de Paso Doce. 

Para obtener más información, envía un correo  
electrónico a: corrections@aa.org.  
O puedes escribir a Correccionales,  

Oficina de Servicios Generales  
Box 459, Grand Central Station  

Nueva York, N.Y. 10163

 
REUNIONES VIRTUALES

EN
ESPANOL

WWW.AAMIAMIDADE.ORG

GRUPOS:
VIVIENDO SOBRIO

CORAL GABLES
LA GRAN MANZANA 

 
Si necesitan postear sus
reuniones virtuales en

el website de 
 Miami-Dade Intergroup  
por favor enviar e-mail a

aamiamidade@bellsouth.net  
o llamar al 

305.461.2425 
con su informacion.
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                                                   FAITHFUL FIVER MEMBERS 
 Yes, I want to participate in the Faithful Fiver Club!
 
Contribution information:      Date:_________________ 

Amount: __________________Monthly: ____________ Quarterly: ___________ Annually: __________ 
                                     (Note: No A.A. member can contribute more than $7,500 per year)
I am a new Member: __________________ Current Member: _______________________ Returning Member: ___________________
 
Check Enclosed: ________  Name:______________________________ Address: ___________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________ State: ______________ Zip Code: _____________ Tel: _(             )_______________________

____________Yes, I would like my name to be added in “The Messenger.”            ____________No, I would like to remain anonymous 
For Credit Card recurring contribution information please call the office at: 305.461.2425

“Each day that your Group participates in the work of our local A.A. services, whether through those who “Contribute their Time” or Group 
Contributions, or Sobriety Contributions, something wonderful happens in A.A. When a newcomer calls us and finds your meeting, it is  
indeed a miracle. Your contributions show that you care about the services we as a fellowship provide and continued hope for the  
newcomer that reaches out for help. Words cannot fully express the deep gratitude about the energy that your A.A. Group devotes into 
carrying the message of hope to the still suffering alcoholic.’

FAITHFUL FIVER FRIENDS are fellow A.A. members who contribute $5.00 a month to the Intergroup Office as an                                     
act of gratitude. Their generosity help us to carry the message of A.A. to the still sick and suffering alcoholics  
throughout the year! THANK YOU TO OUR FAITHFUL FIVER’S....Your contributions are very much appreciated.

3 Anonymous.

In AA’s First Five Years (Cont from pg 3)
	 I decided I’d better live by the Twelve Steps. Annie S. and a 
number of other people had come to the same conclusion. So, whenever 
we visited another group, we would tell the wives and families how we 
found that we, too, needed to live by the Twelve Steps of AA. Little groups 
of wives and families all over the country began to feel the same need 
for something to help overcome their frustrations and help them become 
integrated human beings again.
That’s the way Al-Anon started. We followed the AA program in every 
principle. I want to thank AA’s so very much for showing us the way. 
Without your leading us we would still be the unhappy folks we were. In 
our meetings we tell our own experiences just as AA’s do. We tell how 
we came to find that we needed Al-Anon and what Al-Anon has done for 
us. And we seek to help other families that were, or are, having the same 
sort of experience. In 1950 Bill traveled all over Canada and the United 
States to see how AA’s would react to the idea of a general conference for 
Alcoholics Anonymous, and in doing so he discovered quite a few types 
of groups of the family of alcoholics. He thought that they should have a 
Central Office here in New York, just as AA did, so that they could be uni-
fied in their use of the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions - a place where 
inquiries could be received, literature prepared and the public informed so 
that those in need would know where to turn. A good friend and I started a 
small office in Bedford Hills. By then AA had had eighty-seven inquiries 
from wives or groups who wished to register. As AA was not equipped to 
handle the families of alcoholics it handed over this list to us and we wrote 
to them. Fifty groups responded and were registered with us. That was in 
‘51. Today (1967) there are over 3,000 Al-Anon groups.
	 The numerical potential of Al-Anon is greater than AA’s because 
it is composed not only of mates of alcoholics, but children, parents and 
other relatives and friends. It is estimated that five people are seriously 
affected by one alcoholic. Though we have barely scratched the surface, 
the future is bright, thanks to you AA’s for your wonderful example and 
inspiration.          
	                     Copyright © AA Grapevine, Inc. from the January 1967
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GENERAL SERVICE
CONTACT LIST

www.district10miami.org
Chairman

Sal G. 
Alternate Chair

OPEN POSITION 
Treasurer
Pablo B.

Registrar
Pocha C.

Recording Secretary
Ken T.

Archives
Carl P. 

Corrections
John J. 

Current Practice
 Regina F.
Grapevine
Carmen B.

Gratitude Dinner
Cristy G. 

 
Intergroup Liaison

 Billy R. 
Literature

 John C. 
PI/CPC
Abbie S. 

 Accessibilities
Jose A.  

Treatment
Maggie S.

Big Service Breakfast
OPEN POSITION 
District 17 Liaison

 George R. 
Remote Communities

Menachem O.  
Communications/Website

Pablo B.

 
“THE MESSENGER”

Published Monthly by

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
1850 SW 8th St. # 303 

Miami, FL 33135
Tel: (305) 461-2425
Fax: (305) 461-2426

E-MAIL:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

WEBSITE:
www.aamiamidade.org

NOTICES 

Notices published in 
 “The Messenger” are taken from

information submitted to the 
Miami-Dade Intergroup Office
Information is based on what is 
current at the time of printing.

 
If your group discontinues a 

meeting or changes it’s schedule  
time, please notify Intergroup  

as soon as possible  
at (305) 461-2425

Articles and opinions expressed
herein not to be attributed to

Alcoholics Anonymous  
as a whole.  

 
Further endorsements,

opposing views and rebuttals to
articles published are also 

welcomed. Also, please tell us
how we can improve.

 
 

Contributions to 
“THE MESSENGER”

will be gratefully accepted.
A sign up form is on the  

back cover.

E-mail the Editor at:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

Please make checks payable to:
MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP

  
INTERGROUP INTERGROUP 

CONTACT LIST CONTACT LIST 
aamiamidade.org aamiamidade.org 

Chairman 
Gloria P.Gloria P.    

Vice-Chair Vice-Chair 
Paul R. Paul R. 

TreasurerTreasurer
OPEN POSITION OPEN POSITION 

Secretary Secretary 
Maria Isabel S. Maria Isabel S. 

Steering CommitteeSteering Committee
Jennifer R.  Jennifer R.  

Juan B. Juan B.   
Carroll K. Carroll K. 
Claudia O. Claudia O. 
George B. George B. 
Trustees Trustees 

Richard A. Richard A. 
Founder’s DayFounder’s Day

SSean B.ean B.  
Intergroup BanquetIntergroup Banquet

ClaudiaClaudia O. O.  
Intergroup OfficeIntergroup Office

Jennifer R. Jennifer R.   
The MessengerThe Messenger

OfficeOffice    
OutreachOutreach  
Carroll K.Carroll K.  

Public InformationPublic Information    
Juan B.Juan B.  

Twelve Step Relay Twelve Step Relay 
Gloria P. Gloria P. 
Maria S.Maria S.  

Big Service Breakfast Big Service Breakfast 
Paul R. Paul R. 

General Service Liaison General Service Liaison 
Paul R. Paul R. 

Spanish Intergroup Liaison Spanish Intergroup Liaison 
Jennifer R. Jennifer R. 
Webmaster Webmaster 

OfficeOffice  

tradition FOUR 
 “Each group should be autonomous  

except in matters affecting other groups  
or A.A. as a whole”.
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Group Conscience/Business/Service Meetings
 
Brickell Group/3rd Thursday @ 1:05pm 
Coral Gables Group/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Good Morning Group/3rd Friday @11:00am
Happy 1060 Group/3rd Sunday @ 11:45am 
Happy Hour Group/ 3rd Thursday @ 6:35pm
Homestead Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/2nd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Miami Young People/3rd Saturday @ 7:00pm 
Mix Nuts Group/1st Monday @ 7:30pm 
Palmetto  Bay/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
Primary Purpose/Last Wednesday @ 6:45pm
Quinto Paso/1st Monday @ 7:00pm
Sabal Palm/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Something Happens/1st Saturday @ 10:00am
South Dade Group/3rd Wednesday @ 7:00pm
South Dixie Group/2nd Sunday @ 12:15pm
Sunset Group/2nd Friday @ 7:00pm 
The Triangle AA Group/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
West Miami Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
                    
                       Group Anniversaries 
 
Almeria Group/Last Tuesday @ 7:30pm 
Coral Gables Group/Last Monday @ 8:00pm
Grupo Central/Last Sunday @ 1:00pm
Good Morning Group/Last Friday @ 10:00am
Happy 1060 Group/Last Sunday @ 10:45am 
Happy Hour Group/Last Friday @ 5:30pm
Homestead Group/Last Thursday @ 8:30pm
Key Biscayne Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Killian Pines Group/Last Friday @ 8:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/Last Wednesday @ 8:30pm 
Miami Springs/Last Monday @ 7:30pm
Miami Young People/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm 
Mixed Nuts Group/Last Monday @ 8:30pm
Palmetto Bay Group/Last Sunday @ 5:30pm
Plymouth Group/Last Wednesday @ 7:00pm
Primary Purpose/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
Sabal Palm Group/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Something Happens/Last Saturday @ 9:00am
South Dade Group/Last Friday @ 7:30pm
South Dixie Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm
Sunset Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm 
The Triangle AA Group/Last Saturday @ 5:30pm
West Miami Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm

HOMESTEAD

SOUTH DADE

Do you want to know..... How can you help? How can you do service? Come to our next monthly meeting of Miami-Dade Intergroup which will be held  
on Thursday - May 14, 2026 @ 8:00pm Via Zoom.  This is a great opportunity to do service!  

For more info call: (305) 461-2425 For comments / suggestions e-mail us - Editor: jamc13@bellsouth.net or aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

MEETING GUIDE APP

CORAL GABLES

How to contribute to your  
Intergroup Office 

 
Via ZELLE through your bank at:  
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

TRIANGLE A.A.

  
PAYPAL NEWS 

 
Please if you send your  
contributions through  

PayPal, send it through their 
 “PayPal Giving Fund”  

 
so the Intergroup Office does not 

incurr any extra charges. SABAL PALM

MARCH

Chelsea R. 2
Karen A. 2
Quimy 3
Octavio C. 7
Olga M. 19
Vivian C. 20
Perry F. 23
Gerald K. 24
Sue K. 25
Greg R. 28
Iza E. 43
Ed M. 45

Pedro G. 8
Art B. 10
John M. 10
Marco F. 24
Arlene L. 27
Ben S. 35
Dan U. 36

Margie 4
Francisco S. 8
Michelle F. 8
John M. 10
Chris G. 11
Chris L. 11
Anthony V. 18
James Z. 21
Leslie 24
Arlene L. 27
Fances P. 29
Rosemary 32
Albert S. 40
Roberto 43
Sandor K. 48

Camila 1
Allan 1
Marcus 3
Mario 4
Ricky F. 5
John M. 10
Shane 15
Lee A. 15
Cecile C. 25
Ben S. 35
Frank B. 36

Arenna R. 1
Sandra N. 4 
Monica 4 
Justin 4 
Gigi 4
Day 6 
Amber 8 
Josh 21

MIAMI YOUNG 
PEOPLE
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Help Support “The Messenger”
This Publication Belongs To You! 

         To make address changes you can notify the Intergroup Office or mail in the form below. 
         To subscribe to “The Messenger” please fill out the form below and mail with your $15.00  
         for a  yearly contribution.                          
				                    Please make checks payable to:

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
c/o The Messenger

  Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
  Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
  City: ________________________________________State:_________________Zip: ____________________

  Please note: When you mail in this form, feel free to add something you would like to share with the fellowship 
 (a thought, a story, a joke or something you heard at a meeting.)

HELP US CARRY THE MESSAGE!!!

TheMessenger
Miami-Dade Intergroup
1850 SW 8th St. # 303 
Miami, FL 33135 
Phone: 305.461.2425 (24 hrs.)
Fax: 305.461.2426


