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THE GOD IDEA
  In the meetings that I attend on a regular 
basis the topic of God comes up quite often and that’s 
not surprising since there is such an emphasis on 
trusting in some form of a higher power in order to 
stay sober. Alcoholics who continue to show up at the 
doors of A.A. all come from differing cultures and it is 
a blessing that the founders of A.A. formed the 
structure of the steps and traditions had the insight 
to insure that no alcoholic was left out, regardless of 
where they stood on this topic. The question of whom 
or what is God may never be answered to everyone’s 
satisfaction lest A.A. could be turned into a religious 
organization and the Oxford Group proved that it 
doesn’t work. In A.A. we have members from many 
different religions with different versions of what God 
means to their members. We have Buddhism which 
doesn’t worship any form of a God. We have atheists 
that get sober in A.A. and do just fine as long as they 
have a conscience and live by good moral standards.
On page 52 in the Big Book it says “When we saw 
others solve their problems by a simple reliance on 
the spirit of the universe, we had to stop doubting 
the power of God. Our ideas did not work. But the 
God idea did.”  When I first read this line it made me 
think. Is the Spirit of the universe God, or is God the 
spirit of the universe? Considering the fact I have 
never seen God in person (that I know of) it occurred 
to me that God resides in the Spiritual Realm. Most of 
my life troubles stem from my instincts gone astray 
and they are spiritual in nature. Fear, guilt, shame, 
dishonesty and above all, pride and selfishness all              
              (Cont. on page 3)

Step 5
“Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another  
human being the exact nature of our wrongs.”

WHO’S YOUR SPONSOR?
 There seem to be as many views on sponsorship as there are 
views on a Higher Power. And the opinions on these matters run a 
parallel range of extremes, from warm-and-fuzzy friend to  
wrathful tyrant. In meetings I have heard people recount with visible 
glee the fury and condemnation their sponsors hurl at them. “And 
then he said, ‘You moron! You did that in the Third Step!’” Perhaps this 
model of sponsorship seeks to duplicate early childhood experiences 
at the hands of gruff-but-innocuous parents. Other people share sto-
ries of selfless sponsors with unparalleled devotion to their sponsees—
helping to bury the dog’s ashes; attending birthing classes.
 My own sponsors have included one chronic relapser, a spon-
sor who refused to do anything other than read alternating paragraphs 
out of the Big Book, a sponsor who seemed most interested in giving 
me marital advice and a very wise old woman who would just smile 
knowingly when I would rant, rave and diagnose myself. My sponsees 
have included people who wanted to move into my garage on a l 
ong-term basis, one who fired me after the first session and another 
who seemed to use text messaging as a form of all-night entertain-
ment. My best sponsees have been the ones who said things that 
made me think, Oh no, I’m worse off than that, and I’m supposed to 
be the sponsor! They are the ones who make me launch into action as 
soon as we hang up the phone or say goodbye.          (Cont. on page 2)

Our Greatest Gift

....faith is more than our greatest gift, its 
sharing with others is our greatest responsibility.
So may we of  A.A. continually seek the wisdom 
and the willingness by which we may well fulfill 
that immense trust which the Giver of  all perfect 
gifts placed in our hands.

by Bill W.
The best of  Bill from the Grapevine page 10
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WHO’S YOUR SPONSOR? (Cont. from page 1)
 One of the most rewarding moments 
of sponsorship is to hear a Fifth Step. There 
is no more profound a speech that a sponsee 
will ever make, nor a more essential  
audience that a sponsor will ever be. If there 
has been a thorough, well-guided Fourth 
Step, an attentive sponsor and a proper  
invocation to both persons’ Higher Powers, 
the Fifth Step is a monumental catalyst 
for transformation. When I say that I am a 
grateful alcoholic, one of the pillars of that 
gratitude is the ability to transform my rocky 
past into stepping-stones for my sponsee’s 
journey. It’s like turning poison into  
medicine. That is why we don’t regret the 
past or wish to shut the door on it. A sponsor 
has the privilege of using past experience to 
benefit others.     Susan C., San Francisco, CA 
                        March 2011 Grapevine Magazine
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THE GOD IDEA... (Cont. from page 1)
reside within my spiritual makeup. As the result, I cheat, steal 
and lie. As I progressed through the steps I was introduced to 
several prayers to help me to weather the storms that I faced as 
I took responsibility for my past failings and they helped me to 
get right with myself and the people I had harmed when I had no 
scruples. Things changed dramatically for me when I addressed 
step nine with the faith that I acquired in the program up to that 
point. When I reached step eleven the word “ONLY” threw me 
a curve ball. It tells me that I should ONLY pray for knowledge 
and strength. I read that to mean, God show me what to do and 
please give me the strength to do it. I don’t know if anybody 
hears my prayers, but I hear my prayers and the right answers 
seem to come to me in time. 
  Well meaning people sometimes talk about praying for 
people to get well from a somewhat hopeless physical illness and I 
have to question the “ONLY” Clause in step eleven. The conclusion 
comes to me that if praying for that to happen and it worked, the 
hospitals would be full of sinners and the people we pray for would 
be healthy and happy. I don’t see any evidence that God works at 
that level. When someone I know is in a grave condition I ask for 
guidance and it usually ends up with me being quietly realistic and 
giving as much support to the family members around that per-
son. I have heard of miracles happening in some cases but I have 
seen just as many or more tragedies.
 We take the best that religion has to offer; as we do with 
all respected philosophies and hopefully we become better human 
beings and deep down inside every human being is the f
undamental idea of God.  We all have a consciences and an EGO. 
As my friend once said, “you don’t have to understand 
thermodynamics to enjoy the warmth of the sun”.  I say “don’t let 
anything block you from the sunlight of the spirit”.      Rick R.

 
A FIFTH OF AA......It would be either a fifth of booze or 
I ASKED Bill, the newcomer I’m sponsoring, “Is your Fourth Step written and pretty much completed?”
“I think so.”
“Let’s get together after tomorrow night’s meeting.”
“Okay.”
	 I	got	to	my	own	Step	Five	by	telling	myself	that	it	would	be	either	a	fifth	of	booze	or	a	Fifth	of	AA.	The	AA	Fifth	 
started	me	on	a	road	to	freedom	I’d	sought	in	the	other	kind	of	fifth	and	not	found.	With	Step	Five,	I	came	into	the	spirit	of	
AA. For me, holding back on Step Five was like my experiences at birthday parties when I was a kid. I didn’t feel comfortable 
there;	the	group	was	intimidating	somehow,	and	I	felt	I	didn’t	belong.	The	other	kids	were	laughing	and	having	a	grand	time.		
	 When	someone’s	mother	would	encourage	me	to	join	in,	I	would	plead,	“I’m	feeling	a	little	sick.”
As an adult, in AA, I chose the same pattern. “Come on, do your Steps.” “Join in.” “ ‘Easy Does It,’ but do it!” I pleaded feeling 
sick:	“I’m	a	recovering	alcoholic.	When	I’ve	recovered	enough,	I’ll	do	the	Steps.”
	 Today,	I	choose	to	be,	and	work	to	go	on	being,	a	recovered	alcoholic.	This	recovery	must	be	maintained	daily.	The	
Twelfth	Step	directs	me	to	share	recovery.	Sharing	a	Fifth	Step	is	a	vital	part	of	my	maintenance.
	 Tonight,	I’ll	share	a	Fifth	with	Bill.	We’ll	start	with	a	way	to	help	it	flow,	perhaps	by	my	simply	asking,	“What	do	you	
consider	to	be	the	worst,	most	embarrassing	thing	in	the	inventory?	The	item	you	least	want	to	mention.	Let’s	get	that	out	of	
the	way	first,	and	the	rest	will	be	easier.”	Then,	I’ll	share	something	similar	from	my	own	inventory.	The	relief	will	be	great.		
The	tension	will	ease.	We’ll	be	on	our	way	to	cleaning	house.
	 The	prayer	“Lord	if	I	can’t	help,	don’t	let	me	hurt”	runs	through	my	mind.	I	won’t	be	there	as	a	judge.	This	man	will	
be sharing, with his Higher Power and with me, the things in his life he wants to keep and the things in his life he wants to 
throw	away.	I’ll	just	be	helping	him	take	out	the	garbage.	We’ll	both	have	some	trash	that	we	no	longer	want	to	keep--that	
we are ready to set out for hauling away.
 I am going to feel an intense love and respect for this man. He will be talking about things he is ready to work on to 
make his life whole. He will be creating room in his life for the good things our Higher Power will give us when there is room 
for them.
	 And	I	will	gain	new	insight	into	myself.	An	area	in	which	I	was	blind	to	myself	will	appear.	There	will	be	something	to	
renew	my	dedication	to	AA--a	new	source	of	strength,	a	new	place	to	work.
 Bill has been in AA for four months; tonight or early tomorrow morning, Bill will come into the spirit of AA.
                         (Cont. on pg. 7)
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GRUPO 8 DE MAYO       

1988 - 2017
29 Aniversario

Semana de Compartimiento
Del 5 de Mayo al 12 de Mayo

******************
Sesion Publica

13 de Mayo del 2017 a las 4:00pm

Dade County Place
1601 Krome Ave. - Homestead

GRUPO 10 DE JUNIO       2011 - 2017

6to Aniversario
Semana de Compartimiento
Del 4 de Junio al 10 de Junio

******************
Sesion Publica

11 de Junio del 2017 a las 7:00pm

Club de la Policia
2300 NW 14th St. - Miami, FL 33125

GRUPO LIBERACION       1991 - 2017
26 Aniversario

Semana de Compartimiento
Del 25 de Junio al 1 de Julio

****************** ******************
Sesion Publica
2 de Julio del 2017 
de las 12:00pm a 6:00pm

Club de la Policia
2300 NW 14th St. - Miami - 33125GRUPO QUINTO PASO       2001- 2017

16 Aniversario

Semana de Compartimiento
Del 5 de Junio al 9 de Junio

******************
Sesion Publica

10 de Junio del 2017 a las 5:00pm

Jorge Mas Canosa Youth Center
11400 SW 2nd St. - Miami - 33147

   ALEGRIA DE VIVIR       1985 - 2017

32 Aniversario
Semana de Compartimiento
Del 10 de Julio al 14 de Julio

******************
Sesion Publica

15 de Julio del 2017 a las 7:00pm

Logia Masonica
601 West 29th St. - Hialeah, FL 33012

CONCEPTO CINCO
En toda nuestra estructura de servicio mundial, un “Derecho de Apelacion tradicional 

debe prevalecer, asegurandonos asi que la opinion de la minoria sera oida,  
y	que	las	peticiones	de	rectificacion	de	los	agravios	personales	seran	 

considerados cuidadosamente.

PICNIC

14 DE  MAYO DEL 2017

TROPICAL PARK
7900 SW 40th St. - 33155
De 11am a 5pm

Recaudacion de fondos para Aniversario de grupo
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                                                   FAITHFUL FIVER MEMBERS 
 
 Yes, I want to participate in the Faithful Fiver Club!
Contribution information:      Date:_________________ 

Amount: __________________Monthly: ____________ Quarterly: ___________ Annually: __________ 
                                     (Note: No A.A. member can contribute more than $3,000 per year) 

I am a new Member: __________________ Current Member: _______________________ Returning Member: ___________________
PAYMENT PLAN
 
Check Enclosed: __________________ Credit Card: _____Visa  _________ MC __________ Amex ___________   CVS: ____________
 
Card	#:	____________-______________-______________-____________		Expiration	date:	_________/_____________

Name on Card: _______________________________________ Address: _________________________________________________
 
 
City:	__________________________	State:	______________	Zip	Code:	_____________	Tel:	_(             )_______________________

____________Yes,	I	would	like	my	name	to	be	added	in	“The	Messenger.”	!											____________No,	I	would	like	to	remain	anonymous! 

FAITHFUL FIVER FRIENDS	are	fellow	A.A.	members	who	contribute	$5.00	a	month	to	the	Intergroup	Office	as	an																																					
act	of	gratitude.	Their	generosity	help	us	to	carry	the	message	of	A.A.	to	the	still	sick	and	suffering	alcoholics	throughout	

the	year!	THANK	YOU	TO	OUR	FAITHFUL	FIVER’S....Your	contributions	are	very	much	appreciated.
Gary C. & Friends; Lee A. South Dade, Penny South Dade, Anonymous South Miami Men’s, Inessa South 

Dade, Charles South Dade; Isabel South Dade, Gayle South Dade, Anonymous West Miami, Biker’s in Re-
covery Anonymous, Manuel N., Brickell Circle, John G. South Dade, Mandy South Dade, Becka  

Palmetto Bay, Raz Brickell Circle, Brickell Group, Henry Homestead. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 
 

GS	DISTRICT	10 
Monthly Business Meeting 
1st	Tuesday	of	the	month

at 7:30pm at the
CG Congregational Ch.
3010	De	Soto	Blvd.,	CG 

**************
GS	DISTRICT	10

GRAPEVINE Committe
Meetings at the

Coral Room
1st	Sunday	of	the	month

@ 2:00pm
************* 
GS	DISTRICT	10

TREATMENT	Committe
For more information go to www.

district10miami.org 
************* 
GS	District	10	PI/CPC 

Last Saturday of the month
Coral Room @ 3:00pm
1100	Ponce	de	Leon	Blvd.

************** 
GS	DISTRICT	10 

Literature Committee
1st	Wednesday	of	the	Month

@ 7 pm at  
North Miami Group 

822	NE	125th	St.	#	111 
305.899.8040 

************** 

GS	DISTRICT	10 
Corrections committee 

4th	Thursday	of	the	month	 
@ 8:00pm at 

Sabal Palm Group 
10102	SW	107th	Ave. 

305.274.74.34 
corrections@district10miami.org 

************* 
Miami Bid for FCYPAA  

2nd Friday of the month at 7:30pm 
at the  

So.	Miami	Treatment	Center	 
6900	SW	80th	St
Miami,	FL		33143 
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INTERGROUP 

CONTACT LIST 
aamiamidade.org 

Chairman 
Gary C. 

Vice-Chair 
Robert L. 
Treasurer

OPEN POSITION
Secretary
Manuel N.  

Steering Committee
Remilda G. 

Raz S. 
Lee A.  

Jennifer R.  
Aly P.

Trustees 
Maria Z.
Doni B. 
Askia K.  

Founder’s Day
Barry G.  

Intergroup Banquet
OPEN POSITION 
Intergroup Office

Jennifer R. 
Shari T.  

The Messenger
Office  

Outreach 
Manuel N. 

Public Information 
Sam H. 

Twelve Step Relay
Laura N. 

Big Service Breakfast 
OPEN POSITION

General Service Liaison
Keith D.  

Spanish Intergroup
OPEN POSITION

Webmaster
Jennifer R. 

GENERAL SERVICE
CONTACT LIST 

www.district10miami.org

Chairman 
Ray S. 

Alternate Chairperson 
Barbara B. 
Treasurer 

Peter D. 
Registrar

Alex V. 
Recording Secretary

Kathy T. 
Outreach 
Barbara B.  
Archives
Toni Marie  

Corrections
Mario P.  

Current Practice
Bruce V.  

Grapevine
Malika 

Gratitud Dinner
Eric R.  

Intergroup Liaison
Roy P.  

Literature
Valerie M. 
PI/CPC 

Ricardo M.  
Special Needs

Askia K. 
Treatment

Al P. 
Big Service Breakfast

Albert C.  
District 17 Liaison

Jorge L. 
Remote Communities

Sal G. 
Webmaster

Eddie D. 

“THE MESSENGER”
 

Published Monthly by

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
4315 NW 7th St. - Suite # 36 

Miami, FL 33126
Tel: (305) 461-2425
Fax: (305) 461-2426

E-MAIL:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

WEBSITE:
www.aamiamidade.org

NOTICES 

Notices published in 
 “The Messenger” are taken from

information submitted to the 
Miami-Dade Intergroup Office
Information is based on what is 
current at the time of printing.

 
If your group discontinues a 

meeting or changes it’s schedule  
time, please notify Intergroup  

as soon as possible  
at (305) 461-2425

Articles and opinions expressed
herein not to be attributed to

Alcoholics Anonymous  
as a whole.  

 
Further endorsements,

opposing views and rebuttals to
articles published are also 

welcomed. Also, please tell us
how we can improve.

 
 

Contributions to 
“THE MESSENGER”

will be gratefully accepted.
A sign up form is on the  

back cover.

E-mail the Editor at:
aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

Please make checks payable to:
MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP

TRADITION FIVE 
“Each group has but one primary purpose--to carry its  

message to the alcoholic who still suffers.”
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Group Conscience/Business/Service Meetings

Brickell Group/3rd Thursday @ 1:05pm
Coral Gables Group/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Good Morning Group/3rd Friday @11:00am
Happy 1060 Group/3rd Sunday @ 11:45am
Homestead Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/3rd Thursday @ 6:30pm
Miami Young People/3rd Saturday @ 7:00pm 
New Beginner’s # 2/2nd Thursday @ 7:30pm
Night Owl Group/2nd Sunday @ 7:00pm
North Miami Group/Last Wednesday @ 7:15pm
Palmetto  Bay/3rd Wednesday @ 6:35pm
Primary Purpose/Last Wednesday @ 6:45pm
Quinto Paso/1st Monday @ 7:00pm
Sabal Palm/3rd Thursday @ 7:00pm
Sober Way Out/3rd Sunday @ 7:00pm
Something Happens/1st Saturday @ 10:00am
South Dade Group/3rd Wednesday @ 7:00pm
South Dixie Group/2nd Sunday @ 12:15pm
Sunset Group/2nd Friday @ 7:00pm
West Miami Group/3rd Tuesday @ 7:00pm
We Stopped in Time/1st Monday @ 9:35pm
Young, Sober &Free/Last Sunday @ 8:05pm

Group Anniversaries
Almeria Group/Last Tuesday @ 7:30pm
Coral Gables Group/Last Monday @ 8:00pm
Grupo Central/Last Sunday @ 1:00pm
Good Morning Group/Last Friday @ 10:00am
Happy 1060 Group/Last Sunday @ 10:45am
Homestead Group/Last Thursday @ 8:30pm
Key Biscayne Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Killian Pines Group/Last Friday @ 8:00pm
Lincoln Road YP/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Little River Group/Last Wednesday @ 8:30pm
Miami Springs Group/Last Monday @ 7:30pm
Miami Young People/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
North Miami Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Palmetto Bay Group/Last Saturday @ 5:30pm
Plymouth Group/Last Wednesday @ 7:00pm
Primary Purpose/Last Saturday @ 8:30pm
Sabal Palm Group/Last Sunday @ 7:00pm
Shamrock Group/Last Tuesday @ 8:30pm
Sober Way Out/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
Something Happens/Last Saturday @ 9:00am
South Dade Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
South Dixie Group/Last Saturday @ 7:30pm
Sunset Group/Last Friday @ 7:30pm
West Miami Group/Last Friday @ 8:30pm
We Stopped in Time/Last Monday
Young, Sober and Free/Last Sunday

APRIL

SOLUTIONS

PRIMARY 
PURPOSE

SABAL PALMSOUTH DADE

LITTLE RIVER 

SUNSET

GOOD 
MORNING

GOOD MORNING

LITTLE RIVER

PALMETTO BAY

Do you want to know..... How can you help? How can you do service? Come to our next monthly meeting of Miami-Dade Intergroup which will be held 
on Thursday- Junio 8th, 2017 @ 8:00pm (To be announced) This is a great opportunity to do service! For more info call: (305) 461-2425 

For comments / suggestions e-mail us - Editor: jamc13@bellsouth.net or aamiamidade@bellsouth.net

SOBER WAY OUT

MAYKelia C. 7
Michelle R. 14
Valerie S. 14
Michael C. 15

Ileana 2
Eddie 2
Mary Jo 3
Bobby 3
Deja 6
Patrick 8
Herb 12
Paul 13
Joe 22
Buster 32

Chris 1
Mary R. 4
Charles 4
Jeremy B. 5
Lee 6
John G. 8
Donald B. 9
Chuck I. 11
Scott N. 26
Noreen L. 31

George T. 2
Liz G. 4
Lee 6
Donald B. 9
Chris R. 13

Shana 2
Celeste 2
Daniel 2
William A. 2
Casandra 3
Debbie H. 7
Lorretta 7
Ty B.10
Don 11
Stephanie B. 11
Sandi N. 17
Brenda 21
Alma S. 22
Tamara K. 23
Wendy 29

Shana 2
Celeste 2
Daniel 2
William A. 2
Casandra 3
Debbie H. 7
Lorretta 7
Ty B.10
Stephanie B. 11
Sandi N. 17
Brenda 21
Alma S. 22
Tamara K. 23

Carlos 1
Andrew 1
Ivette M. 1
German 1
Dawn S. 1
Dan S. 1
Luisa 2
JP 2
Art 3
Phyllis K. 4
Alfred S. 6
Jose S. 8
Gary A. 9
Mel O. 9
Alvaro 12
Marianne P. 13
Larry B. 13
Diana O. 14
Marth G. 17
Michelle L. 18
Michael M. 19
Leah L. 23
Eileen Mc C. 23
Julie M. 30
Bob P. 30
Darlene S. 35
Cordy C. 38

Aileen S. 1
Andrew F. 1
Ileana F. 2
Luis G. 2
Omar R. 3
Lillie R. 3
George M. 6
Robert E. 8
Vanessa L. 8
Erika R. 20
Charlotte 23

Shawn W.  1
Thomas  M.  3
Joel B.  6
Deborah F.  17
Garcia G.  20
Steve L.  28
Frank  C.  30

Wallie J. 5
Peter Y. 7
Marie B. 9

A FIFTH OF A.A....(Cont. from pg. 3)  
	 Progress	in	AA	is,	to	me,	as	if	my	life	had	been	unfired	clay.	A	crisis	
comes,	and-where	once	the	brittle	clay	of	my	life	seemed	to	shatter,	!	have	now	
come	to	believe	that	a	Power	greater	than	myself	can	help	me	shape	my	life--
and I have decided to let Him do so.
 In Step Four, we inventory all the material, and in Five, we begin the 
process of selecting what we want to keep and what must go. In Six, Seven, 
Eight,	or	Nine	we	start	eliminating	the	useless	and	using	the	useful.	In	Ten,	
Eleven,	and	Twelve,	under	the	guidance	of	a	Higher	Power,	we	begin	a	lifelong,	
daily	job	of	building	a	new	life.
 Bill has been in AA for four months; tonight or early tomorrow  
morning,	Bill	will	come	into	the	spirit	of	AA.	 																					R.M.,	Austin,	TX 
                  December	1979	Grapevine	magazine.

Ryan Mc 1
Brian J. 1
Sunshine 3
Andrea L. 3
Ryan Q. 5
Frank H. 8
Dane B. 12

GRAPEVINE QUOTE OF THE DAY
 

“Every day is not a bed of
roses, but is such a relief to know 
that no matter what life throws

my way, I never have to do 
it alone. I can’t wait to see what

happens next.” 
                   June	2011	-	A.A.	Grapevine
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Help Support “The Messenger”

This Publication Belongs To You! 

         To make address changes you can notify the Intergroup Office or mail in the form below. 
         To subscribe to “The Messenger” please fill out the form below and mail with your $12.00  
         for a  yearly contribution.                          
                    Please make checks payable to:

MIAMI-DADE INTERGROUP 
c/o The Messenger

  Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
  Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
  City: ________________________________________State:_________________Zip: ____________________

  Please note: When you mail in this form, feel free to add something you would like to share with the fellowship 
 (a thought, a story, a joke or something you heard at a meeting.)

HELP US CARRY THE MESSAGE!!!

TheMessenger
Miami-Dade Intergroup
4315 NW 7th St. - Suite 36
Miami, FL 33126
Phone: 305.461.2425 (24 hrs.)
Fax: 305.461.2416


